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It ishard to know who to trust in life. Often it will depend on how we have grown up. If we have had a
family of trustworthy, reliable people around us, we will probably find it easy to trust people. And from
time to time we may be disappointed, but in the end, our hope springs eternal because of our childhood
experiences. On the other hand if we have grown up in afamily where people did not keep their
promises, they betrayed us and hurt us deeply, then we will find it very difficult to trust people at all.
From time to time we may be pleasantly surprised that people have kept their word, or gone out of their
way to be faithful to us. But even that will not stop us being suspicious of peoplein general. And the
more outlandish or extreme the promises that people make to us, the more suspicious we will be
naturally. If someone offered to pay off all your debtsin one fell swoop, no questions asked, you would
want to know: what’ s the catch?

If someone told you about a person who could forgive al your sins and give you eternd life, you would
want to know: what’ s the catch.

But that is exactly the claim that we make about the Lord Jesus Christ. And people still ask: but what’s
the catch?

How can | really know that | can trust Jesus with my life? Friends, it has much more to do with the
character of Jesus, than it does even with our trust levels.

It doesn’t really matter if you believe in Jesusjust alittle or with absolute unshakeable faith, what
mattersisthat you trust Jesus with your life.

But how can you do that? By coming to grips with who Jesusis, not just from aworldly point of view,
but more importantly, from God'’ s point of view.

1 WHO ISJESUS?

This passage in Mark’ s gospel gives us a number of instances of different responses to Jesus, or
different assessments of who he appeared to be anumber of people. This passage puts the question to
us: what do we think of Jesus? What difference will that make to your life, to your prayers and to your
health and to your eternal destiny. Jesus had been away from home for sometime. In Mark 1:9 we
read that Jesus had left his hometown of Nazareth in the region of Galilee. He had grown up there.
When he was around 30 years old, he left home and started his ministry.

He preached and taught God’ s word about the coming Kingdom of God. He gathered around him 12
apostles. He healed many people and drove demons out of stacks of people. He was bringing in the
kingdom and driving back the forces of evil. Everywhere he went people we glad to hear him.

They brought their friends and relatives with sicknesses and demons to Jesus and he healed them they
did not always know who he really was, but they were willing to ask for his help till they figured out a
little more. IN chapter 5 he healed a demon possessed man, and brought about a dramatic changein
that man’slife. He healed awoman who had a flow of blood for 12 years and he raised Jairus daughter
from the dead.

. Being at home But when he goes back to Nazareth with his new group of followers, the 12
apostles, there is no parade and there is no adulation from the crowd.

Y ou would think that when the English cricket team |eft to come to Australia for the Ashes tour some
weeks ago, someone would have had the job of making a booking for a double decker bus with an open
top, for asunny day in early February. Because would have been celebrating their victory had they won
the Ashes all preparations would have been undertaken. | understand that any temporary bookings have
since been cancelled.

Jesus comes home to Nazareth after his successful tour with his cricket team of 12 apostles and what is
the result?
e Teaching Itisimportant to note how Jesus operates.




His regular and first priority is to teach people.

We honour him best when we sit at his feet too and learn from him through the scriptures.

Jesus undertakes his regular pattern of attending the synagogue and expounding the scriptures. People
are both impressed and puzzled.

e Reaction Jesusaways provokes areaction from people. It isvery hard to know something about
Jesus and remain neutral. He is either the one who you learn to love or the one you loveto hate. Inthe
same way that people reacted to Jesus then, we should not be surprised that people have the same
strong reactions today.

e Positive (V2) They could not argue with his teaching. It was pretty good. They wondered if he had
got someone else’ s notes. Maybe he had learnt afew tricks while he was away. They could not or
would not believe that he himself was the source of such wisdom and power to heal. They rejected the
idea that he was the king in God' s kingdom, driving back the forces of evil in terms of both teaching
the truth and bringing restoration. The refused to accept him as the promised Messiah, even the very
positive evidence was staring them in the face.

o Negative (V3) Here was have some of the most interesting and controversial versesin the New
Testament. The basic issueisthat heisjust aman, behaving like heis God’ s answer to man’s dilemma.
He could not have come down from heaven. He is the one who repaired my roof. He is the one who
build my house. He isunder B for Builder in the Y ellow Pages. He is the Carpenter! Heisjust like us.
Heisone of us. | went to school with his brothers and sisters. See how human heis. How can he be
God’ s son, the Messiah , the promised king. Jesusis the eldest son on Mary and Joseph. They had
many other children. Notice too what it says about Mary. Jesus was her first born son. The virgin Mary
was only avirgin for the conception of the Lord Jesus, by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was the
father of the other children in the normal way. Mary was not a perpetual virgin, and should not be
worshipped as such. Aswe read here that they misunderstood the person of Jesus as both God and
Man, so many people today have misunderstood Mary as much more that the mother of Jesus and the
mother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon as well asthe sistersin the family.

o General (V4) Jesustellsthem the general proverbia saying. It has been common practice, that
prophets speak the word of God and most people take them seriously, except at home. In hisown
region, among hisrelatives and in his own immediate family. We would say that familiarity breeds
contempt. Even herein Australiawe have the tall poppy syndrome.

Wefind it difficult if one of our number, gets too big for his own boots. Jesusisreected by those who
were closest to him when he was growing up.

It was ever thus.

e Result (V5) Their rgjection of Jesus did not mean that he could not do any mighty works there. It
was his decision. They lacked faith in Jesus. They would not have come forward and asked for his
help. They say him asjust a man, so why should they expect anything special from him. Jesus had
already said and done enough for them to believe in him. He was staggered that they would not and
could not take him at his word. He should not be surprised. He knew that he had come and would be
rejected. We need to be aware ourselves, that there are people still today who know about Jesus, but
regard him only as a man. Therefore they will not join usin praying to him or singing him praises. We
must not take it personally. If people were not persuaded by Jesus himself don’t by surprised that there
are still those around us who aso fail to believe. It dways takes the work of the Holy Spirit to break
through our stubbornness and bring us to faith, once we have looked at the evidence.

We ourselves should be people who put our faith in the Lord Jesus as we look to him for forgiveness
and for healing in various ways. But notice that Jesus did not throw in the towel.

And he went about among the villages teaching. Aswe began this section, we end this section with
Jesus teaching.

2 WHAT ISTHE MISSION?

In verses 7-13 Jesus sends out his 12 disciples on amission.

It isto announce the coming of the King in God’ s kingdom.

It isademonstration of the power that is coming with the king. It isacall to change allegiances.



o Thetime? WE must remember that thisis not an Aesop’s fable. It does not begin with once
upon atime. Itisthe mission to the lost sheep of Isragl. It is an urgent mission to help people know
that the Messiah has arrived. Itisalittle liketo call of John the Baptist in calling people to repent and
be baptized as preparation for the coming judgement of God in the person of the Messiah. The
authority comes from Jesus. (V' 7) authority over unclean spirits. The judgement of Satan has begun.

e Theurgency Itisto beashort term mission. They areto travel lightly. (V 8-9)

. The responses Jesus anticipates that there will be those who accept and those who reject the
messengers of the King (V 10) those who accept the messengers will put them up while they do their
mission in that place. (V11) Those who reject the messengers will bring God’ s judgement on
themselves. Thisis the situation where no-one in the town will take them in and give them food and
clothing and bed and breakfast. Not one family. They are to treat them like a part of a pagan territory,
even though they are in Jewish territory. The dirt of a pagan land was regarded as unclean and would
make you unclean. IN shaking off the dust you are saying symbolically that the town is a pagan town.
Thiswould be a great insult to a Jewish town as you can imagine.

But once again we have the theme coming through: people will make up their minds about Jesus, one
way or another. And even to be neutral, to do nothing, is to show alack of faith, to reject the
messenger and to reject the saving work of the Lord Jesus.

e Themessage (V12)

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. It was a simple message, a common
message among the prophets. Turn around. Turn back to God. Y ou know the way you should be living.
And you know the way you are living now. Make the change. Do the maths. Y ou are under his
judgement. The king has come to bring God’ s judgement and remove the power of Satan and
condemn all those who persist in following him. Repentance is till the message today.

God shows hislove for usin thiswhile we were still sinners Christ died for us. We are all under God’'s
condemnation. Out of hislove for us God the Father sent his son into the world, that we might be
saved through him, but we need to change sides and put our faith him Jesus and his death in our place.
Then we can know God’ s forgiveness and his grace in our lives.

Have you given up your life of sin and self and turned to God in repentance and faith?

If you are looking for God to do a mighty work in your life you have to come in repentance first.

And even though we may have become Christians many years ago there are always thingsin our lives
that need to be brought before our Heavenly Father as part of our ongoing repentance.

What are the things you and | need to turn away from tonight?

What areasin our lives need to be more committed to God' s pattern for us day by day?

e Theimpact

See how they showed the power of Jesus as part of their mission in (V13). This demonstration of the
character of the Messiah pointed people to put their faith in him. His kingdom was breaking in to this
world and showing his love and grace.

Most of all it pointed to the person of Jesus as the promised Messiah

Now that we know that Jesus has come among us, we can still pray to God through our lord Jesus
Christ for him to be at work in our lives, driving back the forces of evil and the ravages of Satan day by
day. We will never be free from the effects of the Sin and Satan in this fallen world. But we can dways
pray to God for hiswill to be donein our lives. We look to him to do far more than we can ask or
imagine.



